What is an Artist Statement and how do I write one?

An artist statement can be used to promote an exhibition for media purposes and/or be included with an exhibition for viewing in a gallery. It is generally recommended that an artist statement should be a minimum of 300 words up to a maximum of 1 typed A4 page. 

Take this opportunity to talk about yourself as an artist, your practice and your works. An artist statement is different to an artist CV, you don’t need to list all of your artworks or exhibitions.  However, if you want to refer to some key achievements, awards or artworks then go for it.

The questions below might help you to write an artist statement, just choose a few of these questions to write about, you don’t have to address all of these:

· Why do you create art and what does it mean to you?

· How does the creation of art make you feel? What emotions do you wish to convey?

· If the statement refers to a specific piece, why did you choose to represent this piece in this way? What do you call the piece and why? What materials did you use? What are the dimensions of the piece?

· What inspires you? How are your inspirations expressed in your work?

· What message are you trying to convey to the viewer?

· How much time is spent creating your pieces?

· How is your work a reflection of you?

· What artists (living or dead) have influenced you?

· What is your vision/philosophy?

· What are your goals for the future?

· What are your techniques and style and how do these relate to the medium?

· How do your techniques and style relate to your vision/philosophy?
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