MEDIA ALERT

Elaine and Jim Wolfensohn Gift Travelling Suitcases - sharing treasured arts objects with ACT artists!

FULL DAY WORKSHOP AND MEDIA OPPORTUNITY

10AM – 4PM (10 – 12 or 1 – 3 would be best times for interviews and pix) 
M16 ARTSPACE

21 Blaxland Crescent Griffith

ACT artists living with disability and disadvantage are experiencing handling art objects from the National Gallery of Australia’s Travelling Suitcase Program, the Elaine and Jim Wolfensohn Gift.

The ACT Community Arts Office has the Red Case (Myths and Rituals) and the Yellow Case (Form Space and Design) on loan from the National Gallery of Australia during February and March before it travels around Australia for it’s annual program.  The Elaine and Jim Wolfensohn Gift allows the Gallery to share this special collection with accessibility programs, regional communities, education programs and aged care residencies.

ArtsAbility artists with the ACT Community Arts Office are loving this unique opportunity to touch, see and draw from beautiful ancient art objects about tradition and ceremony, and contemporary design objects reflecting form and conceptual expression.  You can learn more about the Travelling Suitcases at http://nga.gov.au/Wolfensohn/ 
ArtsAbility has taken the suitcases to Belconnen Arts Centre, Black Mountain School, an outreach visit with artist Maureen Caelli, M16 ArtSpace with Hands On Studio and next week the last visit will be to Jindalee Nursing Home.

· This program facilitates unique access opportunities for people living with disability and disadvantage

· Especially providing the opportunity for touch, often it’s not possible to touch artworks in galleries or its important to use gloves.

· One of the objects in the myths and rituals case is over 1000 years old!

· ArtsAbility is an inclusive community arts program working with people with and without disability to support arts in the ACT.  People can find out more about ArtsAbility at www.generate.net.au

Enquiries

Caro Roach ArtsAbility ACT Community Arts Office 

0450 960 899, 02 6247 1882 artsability@actartsofficers.org.au 
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